
Other findings for Q1/2020:

• Prices for R134a, R407C, R410A and R404A remained at a level comparable to the end of 2019.

• Despite the global lock-down measures due to covid-19, there were, so far, no problems with refrigerant supplies from China. Within the EU there were only some 
delays in deliveries. 

• Prices of most lower GWP alternatives have remained stable, while the price of HFO refrigerant R1234yf decreased for the first time. 

• Due to the service ban of virgin HFCs with a GWP of 2500 and more for large refrigeration systems that became effective as of 1 January 2020, the number of 
companies (in particular service companies) that reported prices for reclaimed high GWP refrigerants (R422D, R507, but mainly R404A) increased significantly. The 
reported average purchase price of reclaimed R404A was similar to virgin R404A (~ 35 €/kg). 

• Five companies reported prices for quota authorisations that ranged from 1,25 to 9 €/t CO2e.

• It is expected that the impact of covid-19 on both the EU refrigerant market and different RAC&HP sectors will only become more apparent in the second quarter.
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In Q1/2020, 72 companies from eleven EU Member States (main respondents from France, Germany, Italy and Poland) and all supply chain levels (3 gas producers, 10 gas
distributors, 25 OEMs, 31 service companies, 1 end-user and 2 other companies) reported purchase and/or selling prices for HFCs and lower GWP alternatives. Please note
that companies do not report prices for all refrigerants but only for the ones relevant to them.

Gas distributor level Service company level

Figure 1 shows the development of purchase prices of the most commonly used
HFC refrigerants at gas distributor level. Data presented include prices reported by
three large gas distributors. Prices are indexed to the baseline year 2014 (= 100 %).
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Figure 2 displays the development of purchase prices of lower GWP alternatives
Data presented include prices reported by 26 service companies. It needs to be
noted that the number of companies that provide price data for alternatives is
much lower than for conventional HFC refrigerants.
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